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Are you an MA student? Are you working on a Masters 
Dissertation? 

This guide, tailored to your MA strand, will help you use the local West 
Yorkshire Archives (WYAS) to enrich your dissertation with original and 
unique archival sources and help you choose a dissertation topic. 
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The West Yorkshire Archives 

The West Yorkshire Archives—with offices at Leeds (Morley), Wakefield, 
Bradford, Kirklees and Calderdale—are the largest archival collection outside 
London and preserves the unique documentary history of the region, with 
records from the 12th century to the present.  

Its records are not only suited to modules with a focus on British History or 
Yorkshire History, but also those focused on biographic and family history, 
records of local societies, urban and cartographic history, political and 
military history, cultural history, gender history and history of sexuality, and 
many more.  

Why Use the WYAS? 

 Largest archive outside London right at your doorstep 
 They have five public offices across the county in Wakefield, Leeds, 

Bradford, Kirklees and Calderdale and currently have over 36 miles 
worth of records 

 This includes two collections from the UNESCO UK Memory of the 
World Register 

 There’s something for everyone—whether you work on Yorkshire 
history or not 

 The diverse range of sources will give you several choices for research 
 They’re always getting new records so you might get something no one 

has cited before! 
 Using archival records in your MA dissertation will demonstrate your 

ability to locate and analyse relevant primary sources and indicate 
intellectual independence—enriching your dissertation and grades! 

 The archivists are very helpful and friendly, and the School of History 
has a WYAS intern specifically to help you work with them  

 You can practice your translation, text interpretation and palaeography 
skills using Latin manuscripts at the WYAS. 
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Themes for Research 

The West Yorkshire Archives holds excellent sources on the late medieval 
history of Yorkshire from the 12th century, and has an especially rich collection 
on house histories, estate records and religious records.  

Listed below are some of the archival materials you can use for your MA 
dissertation. The numbers in bold are catalogue reference numbers. Type 
them into the catalogue to know more, or browse related collections.  

Family and Estate Collections 

Read more about the family and estate collections at the West Yorkshire 
Archives here. 

 Ingilby of Ripley Castle (WYL230). Includes medieval charters from 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Essex (WYL230/1-246) and Manorial 
records from 12th century (earliest ones from North Deighton, Brinkhill 
and Sheffield) 

 Gascoigne (WYL115). Includes Duchy of Lancaster records 
(WYL115/DL), Honour of Pontefract from 1285-1500s (WYL115/DL/4-
15), deeds and estate records (WYL115/DZ; WYL115/E). Sherburn is 
particularly well-represented (WYL115/M3). See more about the 
Borough of Pontefract (WMT/PO) here. 

 Newby Hall (WYL5013). Includes Deeds (WYL5013/1-1281; 
WYL50131281A-1492; WYL5013/1493-2066) and list of Sheriffs of 
Yorkshire (WYL5013/2910a) 1154-1664 

 Fountains Abbey and Vyner of Studley Royal (WYL150). Includes 
Yorkshire Title Deeds (WYL150/1-5153) of grants from wealthy 
landowners to monks of the Abbey (1138 onwards). Read about it on the 
WYAS blog here. 

 Nostell Priory, Winn Family Archive (WYL1352).  
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Medieval Records at the WYAS: 

 Records related to hunting rights. Examples. WYL150/2185 (1358), 
WYL150/452 (1283) 

 Manorial records. Example: WYL150/5278-5282  
 Chartularies and registers. Example: WYL150/5380-5385  
 Copies of papal bulls. Examples: WYL115/DL/15 (26 Sep 1275); 

WYL5013/2925; WYL230/3742; WYL500/869; WYL500/870; 
WYL500/871; WYL500/872 

 Foundation charters for religious houses. Examples: WYL230/25 (1398); 
WYL150/925 (1138-1140); WYL1530 (1485) 

 Medieval illuminated manuscripts 

Writing about the Middle Ages: 

Records at the West Yorkshire Archives can be used to write excellent 
dissertations on medieval Yorkshire. They can also be used to write thematic 
dissertations on several topics, such as: 

 Family and Estate life (including House Deeds and estate records) 
 Land grants and property rights, 12th-16th century 
 Manorial records, 12th century onwards, especially of the manor of 

Wakefield 
 Sheriffs and law in medieval Yorkshire 
 Medieval hunting rights 
 Papal bulls (mostly copies) 
 How landscape has changes over the years. See here for details of the 

Historic landscape Characterisation Project. 
 Medieval economy, land grants and tithe. 

https://www.wyjs.org.uk/media/69855/collection-guide-9-without-
tint.pdf is an excellent source for this. 

If you already have a topic in mind, search the WYAS catalogue with 
keywords to find out if they hold anything of interest to you. 
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Useful Links: 

 Explore the Archive Catalogue: 
https://www.catalogue.wyjs.org.uk/calmview/  

 Browse thematic collection guides: http://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-
service/our-collections/guides-to-our-collections/ 

 View their collections online: http://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-
service/our-collections/our-collections-online/   

 See their topic guides: 
http://wyorksarchivestreasures.weebly.com/themes.html 

 Find them on Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, WordPress (Catablogue) and 
Instagram 

Contact Details: 

Contact archives@wyjs.org.uk with specific research questions 

Contact specific archives to pre-order records or book an appointment: 
 wakefield@wyjs.org.uk  Tel: +44 (0)113 5350142 
 leeds@wyjs.org.uk  Tel: +44 (0)113 535 0155 
 kirklees@wyjs.org.ukl  Tel: +44 (0)113 535 0150 
 calderdale@wyjs.org.uk  Tel: +44 (0)113 535 0151 
 bradford@wyjs.org.uk  Tel: +44 (0)113 535 0152 

Opening Times vary: 
 Leeds:   Tuesday-Thursday: 9:30am-4:00pm 
 Wakefield:   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.30am-5pm 
 Kirklees:   Monday, Tuesday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
 Calderdale:   Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am-5pm 
 Bradford:   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9:30am-4:00pm 
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Further Resources:  
 Help with Research: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-

your-research   
 Using Archives: https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/guides/usingarchives/  
 Search Records from over 2,500 UK Archives: 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/  
 History Online Resources in University of Leeds Library: 

https://library.leeds.ac.uk/subjects/1162/history 
 International Medieval Bibliography: 

https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/medieval-research-
innovation/doc/international-medieval-bibliography 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation Project: 
https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archaeology-advisory/historic-landscape-
characterisation/ 

Other Local Archives: 

 University of Leeds, Brotherton Library (contains facsimiles and 
microfilms of primary materials) 

 University of Leeds Special Collections (includes Melsteth Icelandic 
Collection, archives of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society, the old 
library of Ripon Cathedral, and the manuscripts and incunabula of the 
Brotherton Collection 

 Royal Armouries, Leeds 
 Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Leeds  
 Borthwick Institute, University of York 
 John Rylands Library, University of Manchester (includes medieval 

illuminated manuscripts and Papyrus collections) 


